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interests of American parents who hope to adopt 
Guatemalan children. Sara was the 2007 winner of 
the Hamill Thesis Prize. 
 
Hannah R. Kusinitz  
Advisor: Gerald F. Bigelow  
Tilapia, It's What's for Dinner! The Impacts of 
an Invasive Fish on Rural Creole Culture in  
Crooked Tree Village, Belize  
 
The rural village of Crooked Tree, Belize is located 
within a lagoon, and most villagers regularly fish in 
the lagoon for subsistence and economic purposes. 
Throughout the village's 300-year history, fishing 
has been crucial in defining the culture of the 
Creole people who live there. However, in the past 
decade, the foreign fish tilapia has escaped from a 
nearby aquaculture facility and invaded the lagoon. 
As a result of this invasion, the indigenous fish 
species are hard to find, and tilapia is nearly all that 
villagers catch. Many changes in the local culture 
seem associated with this event. This thesis 
addresses how cultures adapt to changes in 
environmental conditions by examining the case 
study from Crooked Tree. Located within the field 
of cultural ecology, this thesis takes an event-
focused approach to studying how human cultures 
respond to environmental changes. The character of 
cultural adaptation to events depends greatly on 
cultural and economic arrangements as well as the 
history of change in a culture. Because of economic 
generalization and flexibility, as well as a history of 
dealing with significant changes, Crooked Tree 
villagers quickly adapted to tilapia's invasion and 
integrated the fish into their rural Creole culture.  
  
   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Andrew Hamill Thesis Prize in 
Anthropology 

 
The Andrew Hamill Thesis Prize in Anthropology 
is awarded annually to one or more graduating 
seniors who, by vote of the faculty of the 
Department of Anthropology, have demonstrated 
exceptional achievement in the senior thesis. The 
award is funded by an endowment established by 
Oliver L. Hamill in honor of his son, Andrew, a 
2005 graduate. 
 

Awardees 2007: Sara Gips '07 
Awardees 2008: Emily Maistrellis '08, David Miller '08 
 

Hamill Family Fieldwork Fund 
 
Endowed by Andrew Hamill '05, the Hamill Family 
Fund for Fieldwork in Anthropology supports 
ethnographic or archaeological inquiry, prioritizing 
declared majors' need-based travel assistance for 
thesis research purposes.  The fund is designed to 
enable those with little financial support to engage 
in life-altering, research-based, cultural encounters. 
 

Awardees 2007: Kristofer Jönsson '08, Miki Sisco '08 
Awardees 2008: Jacob Nudel '09 

 
 

Short Term 2008 
 
Photographs taken by Anne Kemper at the Lewiston Adult 
Learning Center during Short Term, 2008. Students enrolled 
in Anthropology S10, Encountering Community: 
Ethnographic Fieldwork and Service Learning, tutored adult 
Somali immigrants in English.  
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Corey Harris ’91,  
Macarthur “Genius” Grant Recipient, 

Visits Bates 
 

 
Associate Professor of Anthropology Elizabeth Eames 
introduces Harris to students in her course on contemporary 
Africa and to students in a music theory course taught by 
Assistant Professor of Music Gina Fatone. 
 
 
 

 
In Eames' and Fatone's combined class, Harris describes the 
role of the West African griot who maintains community 
tradition and memory through storytelling, music and dance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Corey Harris, seen here with family and friends at his 
Commencement in 1991, graduated with high honors in 
anthropology. He received an honorary Doctor of Music in 
2007 and returned to campus as a learning associate in late 
February 2008. Photograph by David Wilkinson. 
 

 
Student guitarists join Harris on stage in the concert hall as 
interested observers watch from the audience. From left, North 
Yarmouth Academy freshman Jeremiah Murphy, Lewiston 
High School sophomore Nimal Eames-Scott, Harris, Sarah 
Charley '11, Nate Witherbee '08 and Greg Waters '08.




