Bates College Asian Studies Program

Goals and Requirements for a Thesis Proposal

The five-page proposal that you submit to the Asian Studies Program Committee by the end of the third week of the semester should include the following components:

· A statement introducing the topic you will write about. Include background information sparingly and only to the degree necessary to make your topic clear to someone who is not a specialist in your particular area of inquiry.

· A statement of your working thesis.  A thesis is the particular hypothesis or research question that you are bringing to your chosen topic.  Defining a thesis requires some time and involves a process of reflection, revision, and refining.  The Committee asks you to state the thesis you are pursuing in its present state with the understanding that you may modify it as you continue to work on the thesis project.

· An explanation of your research plan.  This should let the Committee know how you intend to answer the question posed in your thesis.  In this section of your proposal you should explain how you are collecting information (e.g. reading primary texts, consulting historical archives or data bases, analyzing data sets, doing field work, conducting interviews, etc.).  The kinds of research you do will depend on your particular disciplinary focus within the study of East Asia.  This section should also make clear to the Committee your specific disciplinary approach and the methodology (or methodologies) you intend to use.

· A review of the relevant literature (scholarly articles, books, etc.) on your topic.

