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What are the gradua on requirements? 
Bates has an intenƟonally open curriculum that allows students to ex-
plore their interests and our wide course offerings. The below require-
ments ensure that students are engaging in the breath of knowledge and 
skills a liberal arts educaƟon offers:  

 

Major + 1: Students must complete one major AND another area of 
study, whether that be a GEC , minor, or another major. Bates offers 37 
majors, 25 minors, and 75+ GECs. General educaƟon concentraƟons 
(GECs) consist of four courses that are structured around an organizing 
principle—we oŌen describe GECs as “interdisciplinary mini-minors.” 

 

5 Modes of Inquiry: Students must complete five courses with disƟnct 
approaches to scholarly inquiry. Each course offered at Bates saƟsfies 
one or more of these modes, and students may saƟsfy up to 2 modes 
through coursework in their major. Find more informaƟon on the modes 
of inquiry at www.bates.edu/orientaƟon/general-educaƟon 

 

3 Wri ng-A en ve Courses: Students must complete a First Year Semi-
nar (W1), a course on wriƟng in their field of study (W2), and either a 
senior thesis or capstone project in their senior year (W3).  

Are there research 

opportuni es?  
At Bates, every student is a scholar, and we 
except our students to develop the skills 
and background they need to undertake 
ambiƟous research projects. All faculty 
members are acƟvely engaged in research 
or producing work at the forefront of their 
academic fields, and students can join 
them as early as their first year. A few re-
search highlights: 

 

• Bates offers grants for students con-
ducƟng research during the academic 
year and summer. 

• Hundreds of students present their 
work during the annual Mount David 
Summit. 

• Students engage  in 1-on-1 original re-
search in their fields with a faculty 
member during their senior thesis.  

Are there opportuni es to study abroad? 
As an insƟtuƟon that is commiƩed to mulƟfaceted and cross-cultural learning, Bates offers many opportuniƟes for stu-
dents to pursue off-campus study.  A few highlights: 

 

• Over 60% of students study abroad at least once over their four years, and financial aid travels with them! 

• Bates approves 200+ opportuniƟes for study abroad.  

• Students have mulƟple opportuniƟes to study abroad during the Short Term. Past courses have studied Shake-
speare in London, film in Budapest, and evoluƟon in the Galapagos Islands.  

For more informaƟon, visit: hƩps://www.bates.edu/global-educaƟon/ 
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Can I get an internship? 
The Bates Purposeful Work IniƟaƟve doesn’t just help students find internships, it helps students find the internships 
that are right for them. Purposeful Work is about helping students discover the joy and power that arise from aligning 
who they are with what they do. Purposeful Work has curricular and co-curricular aspects, and takes a four-year, de-
velopmental approach to working with students.  Some key opportuniƟes and figures: 

• Purposeful Work Infusion courses connect content to meaning, purpose, and potenƟal work or careers. These 
courses oŌen include guest speakers, readings on work opportuniƟes, class discussion, and self-reflecƟve wriƟng 
assignments. 

• During the Short Term, students may take PracƟƟoner-Taught Courses that explore more pracƟcal and applied are-
as of study.  Last year students could learn about business in the arts from a professional dancer and consultant, 
environmental advocacy from the former deputy director of the Main State Planning Office, and much more.  

• The Job Shadow Program allows students to shadow alumni up to three Ɵmes per year. 

• Bates provides over $1 million in funding every year for internships, research opportuniƟes, and civic engagement. 

• 89% of Bates graduates are se led in a job, graduate school, fellowship, or internship within six months of grad-
ua on.  

• 21% of 2022 graduates went into Educa on, 15% went into Finance/Banking, 14% went into Healthcare, 15% 
went into Finance/Banking and 6% went into Non Profit.  

To find out more about the Class of 2024 sta s cs view here:  

h ps://www.bates.edu/purposeful-work/class-of-2024-post-gradua on-outcomes/ 

What is there to do at Bates? 
What isn’t there to do at Bates? 

• 100+ clubs and student organizaƟons open to eve-
ryone.  

• 100+ performance arts classes in rotaƟon.  

• 30 NESCAC varsity teams.  

• Hundreds of opportuniƟes to explore the great 
outdoors of Maine through the OuƟng Club. Go to 
the beach, ski a mountain, or take a hike!  

• TransportaƟon to key community engagement 
spots throughout Lewiston-Auburn. 

• Dozens of restaurants and a monthly art walk just 
ten minutes from campus. 

• Concerts, late night pancakes, laser tag in the li-
brary, and much, much more.  

 

Tell me about admission 
Bates pracƟces holisƟc admission, meaning the admission 
commiƩee looks at applicants as a whole person and within 
the context of their unique circumstances. InformaƟon about 
applicaƟon opƟons, deadlines, and requirements can be found 
at bates.edu/admission/apply. 

While we encourage our volunteers to familiarize themselves 
with our website, they don’t need to be admission experts. 
Encourage students to reach out to their regional representa-
Ɵve or the admission office! 

What about financial aid?  
Bates is proud to say that we are commiƩed to meeƟng 100% 
of our students’ demonstrated financial need. We provide 
more than $48 million in grant aid every year. Last year the 
average financial aid award for students was $58,518.  The 
average student debt is $13,279—less than half the naƟonal 
average.  


