Thomas J. Wenzel Research Endowment
 
The endowment was created in 2019 through a gift from James B. Weissman ’84, P’22 and Kyoko Oba Weissman P’22, which they supplemented with a second gift in 2026.
 
The fund supports collaborative research involving a faculty member and student in the Bates Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry; however, student research support and development shall remain the primary purpose of the fund. 

Students will receive salary for an on-campus summer research project and be designated Wenzel Research Scholars. Preference may be given to rising seniors who will continue their summer project as a senior thesis project while not excluding earlier-stage students where the proposed research experience demonstrates clear educational or scholarly impact. Preference is given to students who will continue the summer project through the ensuing academic year. Funds can also be provided to Scholars for the following expenses:
· Consumables and other expenses incurred during their summer and academic year work.  
· Travel to a professional meeting (e.g., ACS meeting, Gordon Conference, specialty research conference in the faculty members’ area of expertise) to present their work.  
· Travel for short-duration experiences at another laboratory (e.g., to learn a new method that will be subsequently conducted at Bates, to use equipment or perform techniques not available at Bates). Note: support for travel by the faculty mentor to accompany the Scholar on these experiences may be provided if no other source of funding is available. 

Faculty members within the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry select the student(s) to be supported through the fund. 
 
Funds can be used to provide supplemental summer salary and other costs (consumables, travel) for students undertaking an 8-10 week summer project at Bates who have partial funding from another source (e.g., college funds, faculty member’s external grant). The proportional allocation among salary, consumables, and travel shall be determined by the faculty mentor in accordance with the needs of the project and the precedents established within the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry.
 
Outstanding academic achievement in course work is not essential.  Support for students who excel in the laboratory or who have the most to gain through an intensive research experience is encouraged. Support for students from groups that have been historically underrepresented in STEM fields is encouraged.  


