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Education 
1985 BA Dickinson College, Carlisle, PA   Philosophy, Environmental Studies Certificate 
1989 MA University of South Florida, Tampa, FL  Philosophy 
1999 PhD Georgetown University, Washington, DC Ethical Theory 
 
Employment 
2005-Present Director, Clinical Ethics, Maine Medical Center (MMC), Portland, ME 
2001 - 2005 Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy and Religion, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine 
1998 - 2001 Assistant Professor, Philosophy/Ethics and Policy Studies, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. 
1997 - 1998 Instructor, Department of Leadership, Ethics and Law, US Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland.  
1995 - 1998 Instructor, Department of Philosophy, Georgetown University, Washington, DC.  
1989 - 1992 Instructor/Continuing Education Coordinator, Center for HIV Education and Research, Allergy 
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1989 - 1992 Instructor, Department of Philosophy, University of South Florida, Tampa, Florida.  
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2021  Outstanding Lecturer Preclinical curriculum, TUSM, Boston, MA 
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Academic Appointments  
2025-present Affiliate of the Center for Bioethics, Harvard Medical School 
2010-Present Assistant Professor of Medicine, TUSM, Boston, MA 
2024-Present Course Director, Interclerkships (3rd year students) – MaineTrack, TUSM 
2020-Present Course Director, Perspectives in Medicine II (formerly Threads II) – MaineTrack, TUSM 
2015-Present Co-Course Director, Ethics and Palliative Care Clinical Elective, TUSM 
2016-2020 Co-Course Director, Scientific Foundations of Social and Behavioral Medicine, TUSM 
2010-2020 Associate Course Director, Ethics and Professionalism I, TUSM 
2010-2020 Associate Course Director, Ethics and Professionalism II, TUSM 
2009-2025 Lecturer, Bates College, Lewiston, ME (Occasional appointment to teach courses) 
2001-2005 Assistant Professor, Philosophy, Bates College, Lewiston, ME 
1998-2000 Assistant Professor, Philosophy/Ethics and Policy Studies, Univ. of Nevada, Las Vegas, NV 
1997-1998 Instructor, Leadership, Ethics & Law, US Naval Academy, Annapolis, MD 
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1992-1994 Teaching Assistant Philosophy, Georgetown University, Washington, DC 
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2023-Present, Advisory Board Member, Building Ethical Resilience Among College Students Using Metacognitive 
Approaches, National Science Foundation grant to the Maine Regulatory Training and Ethics Center (MeRTEC) at 
the University of Southern Maine.  PI Ross Hickey, FAIN 2316101.  
 
2021-Present, Co-Lead, Community Engagement, Bioethics and Outreach Core, Center of Biomedical Research 
Excellence in Acute Care Research and Rural Disparities. Doug Sawyer, Principal Investigator, NIH, FAIN 
P20GM139745 
 
2025-present, Bioethics consultant, Documenting the clinical use of Cholestyramine to reduce PFAS body 
burden.  A Fleisch and R. Criswell, Principal Investigators.  Grant from the State of Maine 
 
2023-2024, Principal Investigator, MaineHealth Interprofessional Innovation in Education Award 2023, 
Healthcare Ethics Consultation:  Developing interdisciplinary expertise to serve the health system 
 
2021-2022, Co-Investigator, Improving Discharge Decision Making among Vulnerable Hospitalized Patients with 
Injection Drug Use-associated Infections.  Kinna Thakarar, Principal Investigator, National Center for Advancing 
Translational Sciences, NIH UL1TR002544 
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2012, Innovations in Education Grant, “Dinner and an (Ethics) Movie,” TUSM 
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11/14/22, Causing Patients Harm:  The real-world consequences of research misconduct, University of New 
England Responsible Conduct of Research Lecture Series, Portland, ME 
11/04/2022, Responding to a pregnant patient’s refusal of recommended care (with R. Hunt), Grand Rounds, 
Obstetrics and Gynecology, MMC, Portland, ME 
10/19/2022, Ethics and the Language of Health, Preventative Medicine Conference, MaineHeallth 
10/19/2022, Regulatory Guidance Human Gene Editing, Gene Editing Advisory Panel, Augusta, ME 
10/17/2022, Ethical Dilemmas in Pharmacy Practice, Lecture, University of New England College of Pharmacy 
10/7/2022, Ethical approaches to refractory suffering, Maine Palliative Care Conference, Belfast, ME 
09/24/2022, Ethical Dilemmas in Medicine, American College of Physicians – Maine Chapter, Bar Harbor, ME 
4/27/2022, VSED, MAID, the Unrepresented:  Recent trends in medical care at the end of life, Grand Rounds, 
Internal Medicine, MMC, Portland, ME 
4/21/2022, Ethical Issues Associated with New Technologies, 49th Maine Biological and Medical Science 
Symposium, Bar Harbor, ME 
3/29/2022, Addressing Health Disparities Using Community Engaged Research, MaineHealth Institutional Review 
Board, Portland, ME 
3/15/2022, Models of Care for Infectious Diseases associated with substance use (with K. Thakarar) Grand 
Rounds, Palliative Medicine, MMC, Portland, ME 
2/4/2022, Respect for Autonomy, Project Echo Palliative Care (Regional webinar), Portland, ME 
1/19/2022, Refusal of vaccination and elective treatments, Redington-Fairview Hospital, Skowhegan, ME 
5/19/2021, Caring for patients with disruptive and non-adherent behaviors in rural communities, Grand Rounds, 
Redington-Fairview Hospital, Skowhegan, ME 
4/4/2021, ICU Visitation and Communication during Covid (with I. Stumpf), Grand Rounds, Critical Care, MMC 
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1/31/2021, Crisis Standards of Care, Grand Rounds, Obstetrics and Gynecology, MMC, Portland ME 
3/13/2020, Ethics and Reproductive Endocrinology (with D. Spratt), Grand Rounds, Obstetrics and Gynecology, 
MMC, Portland, ME 
1/3/2020, Crisis standards of care, Hanley Center Leadership Course, Augusta, ME 
6/27/2019, Posthumous Sperm Procurement, Grand Rounds, Urology, MMC, Portland, ME 
6/17/2019, Ethical Issues in Organ Donation, Maine Transplant Program Conference, Portland, ME 
6/12/2019, Celebrating Success:  Advance care planning and serious illness care (with D. Medd, C. Murry, I. 
Stumpf), Grand Rounds, Internal Medicine, MMC, Portland, ME 
5/29/2019, Ethics of Organ Transplantation, Grand Rounds, Ethics and Palliative Medicine, MMC, Portland, ME 
10/18/2018, End of Life Ethics, Grand Rounds, Ethics and Palliative Medicine, MMC, Portland, ME 
6/7/2018, Brain death [on the] chopping block, Grand Rounds, Pediatrics, MMC, Portland, ME 
1/19/2017, Providing potentially inappropriate care at parental request, Grand Rounds, Pediatrics, MMC 
1/10/2017, Clinical Ethics, Hanley Center Leadership Course, Augusta, ME 
10/22/2015, Professionalism and the fragility of virtue, Grand Rounds, Anesthesia, MMC Portland, ME 
5/16/2014, Ethics and directive counseling for abstinence, Intensive Tobacco Treatment Conf., Rockland, ME 
4/10/2014, Decision Making Capacity, Grand Rounds, Maine General Medical Center, Augusta, ME 
12/19/2013 Practicing medicine inside an ACO, Grand Rounds, Penobscot Bay Medical Center, Rockland, ME 
11/6/2013, Triage and Ethical Theory, Maine College of Trauma Annual Conference, Rockland, ME 
8/8/2013, Pediatric Ethics, Grand Rounds, Pediatrics, MMC  
5/8/2013, Advance care planning:  infrastructure and system requirements (with L. Michalakes), Grand Rounds, 
Internal Medicine, MMC 
5/5/2013, The middle path (between do everything and comfort measures only), Grand Rounds, Ethics and 
Palliative Medicine, MMC 
3/29/2013, Planned home birth: a review of recent criticisms, Grand Rounds, Obstetrics and gynecology, MMC 
12/3/2012, Crisis standards of care, Grand Rounds, Anesthesia, MMC, Portland, ME 
 
Hospital and University Service  
2002-Present  Clinical Ethics Committee, MMC, Portland, ME 
2005-Present Patient Grievance Committee, (Chair, 2005-2010), MMC, Portland, ME 
2007-Present Academic Leaders Forum, MMC, Portland, ME 
2007-Present Patient Rights Chapter Leader, Accreditation Readiness Council 
2007-Present Organ Donation Committee,  
2008-Present Kidney Transplant Candidate Review Committee, MMC, Portland, ME 
2009-Present Conflict of Interest Committee, TUSM, Boston, MA 
2009-Present Vice-Chair (current), MaineHealth Institutional Review Board  
2011-Present Living Donor Quality and Performance Improvement  
2011-Present Privacy and Security Governance Council, MaineHealth, Portland, ME  
2015-Present Chair (current), Research Conflict of Interest Committee, MaineHealth Institute for Research 
2016-Present Pharmacy and Therapeutics Committee  
2016-Present Chair (current), Chaplain Professional Education Advisory Committee, MMC, Portland, ME 
2017-Present Physician Health and Resilience Medical Staff Committee, MMC, Portland, ME  
2017-Present Gender Program Clinical Advisory Group, MMC, Portland, ME 
2021-present Diversity Equity and Inclusion Steering Committee, Dept. Medical Education, MMC  
2018-present Population Health and the Profession of Medicine Planning Committee, TUSM, Boston, MA 
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2020-present Threads Interclerkship Planning Committee, Boston and MaineTrack, TUSM 
2006-2023 Institutional Policy Review Committee, MMC 
2021-2022 Preclinical Learning Subcommittee, TUSM  
2020-2022 Internal Medicine Grand Rounds Steering Committee, MMC, Portland, ME 
2018-2022  Chair, MMC Institute of Teaching Excellence Executive Committee, MMC, Portland, ME 
2013-2017 Chair, EPIC Advance Care Planning Design Committee, MaineHealth 
2005-2009 Chair, Reproductive Health Ethics Advisory Committee, MMC, Portland, ME 
2003-2013  Oncology Steering Committee, MMC, Portland, ME 
 
Community Service 
2019-present Board of Directors; Chair (current), Vice Chair 2021-22, Piper Shores.  Piper Shores is a not-for-

profit continuing care community with approximately 300 residents, 250 employees and $25m 
operating budget located in Scarborough, ME 

2019-present Board of Directors; Vice Chair 2019-22, Maine Coast Waldorf School, Freeport, ME 
2022  Advisory Panel to Better Understand and Make Recommendations Regarding the Implications of 

Genome-editing Technology for the Citizens of the State.  (Appointment from Maine Legislature) 
2018  Career Achievement Award Committee, American Society of Bioethics and Humanities 
2015-present Joint Advisory Committee for the Maine State Newborn Bloodspot Screening Program 
2014-2016  Board of Directors, Dirigo-Maine Geriatrics Society, American Geriatrics Society chapter 
2012-2014  Facilitator, Continuum of Care for Planned Homebirth, Maine CDC, Augusta, ME 
2004-2008 Vice-Chair, Maine Bioethics Network, Portland, ME  
1999-2000,  Ethics Committee, University Community Hospital, Las Vegas, NV 
1998-2000 Ethics Committee, St. Rose Dominican Hospital, Henderson, NV 
1998-2000 Chair, Las Vegas Region, Nevada Center for Ethics and Health Policy (RWJ grant) 
1992-1998 Volunteer test counselor, HIV Anonymous Testing Center, Georgetown University Hospital 
1991-1992 Board of Directors, Sun Coast AIDS Network (Ryan White Funding Organization) 
   
Professional Societies 
2003-Present  American Society of Bioethics and Humanities 
2014-2017 Board of Directors, Maine Dirigo Geriatrics Society (AGS State Affiliate) 
1997-2010 American Philosophical Association 
 
Editorial Boards and Review Activities 
2019-present, Ethics Editor, Journal of Maine Medical Center 
1993-1994, Research Assistant, Encyclopedia of Bioethics, 2nd Edition, Warren Reich, Ed. 
 
Ad Hoc Reviewer: 
European Journal of Public Health 
Journal of Critical Care 
American Society of Bioethics and Humanities Conference Proceedings 
 
Current Undergraduate Medical Education and Graduate Medical Education Activities 
Course Director (MaineTrack), Perspectives in Medicine 2, TUSM 
Course Director (MaineTrack), Interclerkship Course, TUSM 
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Co-Course Director, Faculty, Fourth Year Elective in Ethics and Palliative Care, TUSM 
Co-Course Director, Faculty, GME rotations in Ethics and Palliative Care, MMC 
Ethics Module Director, Population Health and the Profession of Medicine, TUSM 
Ethics Curriculum Director, TUSM 
Faculty, Palliative Care Fellowship, MMC 
Faculty, Monthly Ethics Case Discussion, Psychiatry Residency Program, MMC 
Routinely provide education for the following MMC GME programs:  Internal Medicine, Family Medicine, 
Pediatrics, Surgery, Obstetrics and Gynecology, Radiology, Critical Care Fellowship, Addiction Medicine 
Fellowship  
 
College/University Philosophy Courses Taught:  Introduction to Philosophy; Introduction to Ethics; Logic; 
Critical Thinking; Epistemology; Philosophy of Science; Philosophy of Law; Ethics – History and Theory; Health 
Care Ethics; Business and Professional Ethics; Environmental Ethics; Ethics at the Beginning of Life; Metaethics—
Moral Realism and Irrealism; The Intrinsic Value of Nature; Ethics and Economics in Practice–Valuing the 
Environment 
 
 
 
 


