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Johin Corrie, Bates Colege professor and artistic director at the Maine Music Sockety.

John Corrie, making music

By KATHRYN SKELTON
ZTAFT WIHTER

LEWISTON —.John Corrie speaks with
a genuine passion for singing and teach-
Ing, Aboul gelting to know his stodents
s chairs and about the joys of collaborm-
tlon.

And he speabs with an apcent that's .
British? Something Evropean?

“It's peally quite fun becatzss no one can
place i walos ™ sabd Corrie, 52

The longtime Bates College lecturer
and artistic director fior the Maine Mu-
sic Sockety B & New York native, Not that
yoau'd guess.

“What [ have as an accent is a result of
my langiangee stndy arad also complaining
o voice students and choir members that
they're not pronoancing thelr final conso-
rulTrhE, &0 it's sort of taken o, " he s,

Corriestarted singing as a preschooler,

“My Family in Buffals was sort of
the local von Trapp family.” he said.
“There were six of us, we all sang. Tho
IecAl Baptist church could count on us
for some catortainment. One crozy trip
we made in the car in 1858, we drove 1o

Flarida withont a radio in the car, so

wisnng the whobe way.™

He met his fivture wife, Rebecea, while
shadying at Oberlin Conssrvaiory of M-
sic in Ohig, and came to Maine for the
first time in 1868 on thedr honeymoon.

The oouple moved (o Lewisbon kn 1962
when Rebocen Corrie nccepted a job
[ﬂﬂ.:‘h]:'lﬁ art and visual cultere at Bates
College. John started teaching sight sing
ingand cor tmining thero that same year.,

Corrle, who plavas harpsichord, organ
andl pinmn, wak friends and worked with
Frank Glaser, the noted pianist who disd
this vear just belore hewas set to parform
it huls oo 100t birthekay conos,

Exeryone, he snid, stars to stiffen and
pet arthritls with apge, bat “I'm hiplng
that Keyboard players push off the inevi-
tabbe a little further. Frank Glemer was a
Ereat example — it was surprising how
miich i enengiznd him., 8% a very encour-
aglng robe modsl to hawve.

Corrie eads choles at Bates, at 5t Bar.
tholoanew's Eplscopal Church in Yar-
mouth and at the Malne Musle Seabety.
On Friday evening, he'll also perform
with MME's chamber singers at Art Walk
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Lewiston Auburm.

Singing should be social,
Corrle said. Part of the fun
b= getting to know each oth-
er, sharing details of each
other's lives and swap-
ping musical recommenda-

Stud

[ ents) expand my
horizons,” he said, I got
introduced to all kinds of
stuff by the students, like
Adele, *You have to listen
toher, Johin.' IWsa two-way
strect. I find it odd when
I find some student who
doesn't share much. You
Just want to go, “Well, what
are we doing hera?"

Among his projects are
pulling togethar two con.
carts for next apring: one
for Maine Music Soclety
around the work of Billy
Joel and Elton John, and
one & major citywlde col-
laboration involving sing-
ars and musicians at Bates,

Maine Music Socioty, the
Basilica of Sts. Peter and
Paul and Lewiston and Au-
burn high schools, to be
performed at the Basilica.
The five choira together
will perdform “Mesreastills

_und Glitckliche Fahrt" by
Beethoven.

“{For high school stu-
dants), they can experience
performing with an orcles.
tra before they get to col-
lege,” Corrle sald, “The ed-
ucational benefit fior them
is really quite womnderful ™

Also gquite wonderfal-
sounding: Corrie's end-of-
samester tradition for atu-
dents in his eollege chofr.
It's o cheesecalko party, and

* part of his other passion:
cooking

*T've found i really good
recipe for a vogan cheose-
cake,” hesaid.
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