
Bates	  College	  Department	  of	  Politics	  Major	  Declaration	  Form	  
	  
Name	  ______________________________	  	   Class	  _______	   	   	  Email__________________________	  
	  
To	  declare	  a	  major	  in	  politics,	  you	  must	  fill	  out	  this	  form	  and	  bring	  it	  to	  the	  department	  chair	  to	  sign.	  The	  
department	  chair	  will	  assign	  you	  an	  academic	  advisor	  within	  the	  major.	  After	  consulting	  with	  your	  assigned	  
advisor	  and	  completing	  this	  form,	  please	  retain	  this	  form	  for	  your	  records.	  
	  
Your	  answers	  to	  the	  questions	  on	  this	  form	  are	  not	  irrevocable	  commitments;	  the	  department	  recognizes	  that	  
your	  interests	  may	  change.	  If	  you	  change	  your	  major	  concentration,	  you	  must	  fill	  out	  a	  new	  form.	  
	  
Major	  Concentration:	  ________________________________________	  
	  
Category	  1:	  Courses	  in	  Major	  Concentration	  (Depth	  Requirement)	  
(5	  courses	  including	  300-‐level	  seminar	  and	  senior	  thesis):	  
Only	  1	  100-‐level	  can	  be	  applied	  to	  the	  concentration	  (you	  can	  take	  2	  100-‐level	  courses	  toward	  the	  major)	  
	  
Course	  Number	   Course	  Name	  
	  
	  

	  

	  
	  

	  

	  
	  

	  

	  
	  

(300-‐level	  Seminar—W2)	  

	  
	  

(Senior	  Thesis)	  

	  
Category	  2:	  Courses	  Explicitly	  Outside	  Your	  Major-‐Concentration	  (Breadth	  Requirement)	  
(3	  courses	  that	  must	  be	  in	  at	  least	  two	  different	  major-‐concentrations	  that	  are	  not	  your	  own)	  
	  
Course	  Number	   Course	  Name	   Concentration	  I	   Concentration	  II	  
	  
	  

	   	   	  

	  
	  

	   	   	  

	  
	  

	   	   	  

	  
Category	  3:	  Research	  Design	  (Required	  PLTC	  s49)	  –	  Usually	  taken	  in	  sophomore	  year	  
Year	  of	  anticipated	  enrollment	  in	  Short	  Term	  PLTC	  s49:	  ________________	  
	  
Category	  4:	  Additional	  courses	  in	  politics	  (Elective	  Requirement)	  
(2	  courses	  that	  can	  be	  within	  or	  outside	  of	  your	  major-‐concentration	  or	  can	  be	  taken	  away	  from	  Bates)	  
	  
Course	  Number	   Course	  Name	  
	  
	  

	  

	  
	  

	  

	  
(Please	  complete	  the	  other	  side	  as	  well)	  



	  
Please	  note	  the	  following	  guidelines:	  
	  

• Students	  may	  count	  no	  more	  than	  two	  100-‐level	  courses	  and	  no	  more	  than	  two	  short-‐term	  courses,	  
including	  PLTC	  s49,	  toward	  the	  major.	  	  

	  
• An	  FYS	  course	  –	  if	  it	  is	  taught	  by	  a	  politics	  professor	  –	  can	  count	  toward	  the	  major	  

	  
• Students	  may	  count	  no	  more	  than	  two	  non-‐Bates	  courses	  toward	  the	  major	  (and	  they	  can	  be	  applied	  

via	  Category	  4	  or,	  at	  the	  Chair’s	  discretion,	  Category	  2)	  
	  

• All	  courses	  in	  the	  major-‐concentration	  must	  be	  taken	  in	  the	  Bates	  politics	  curriculum	  
	  

• One	  course	  in	  the	  major	  can	  be	  taken	  credit/no	  credit	  
	  
Please	  answer	  the	  following	  questions:	  
	  

1) Do	  you	  plan	  to	  engage	  in	  off-‐campus	  study?	  If	  so,	  where	  are	  you	  planning	  to	  study	  and	  when	  are	  you	  
planning	  to	  be	  away	  from	  Bates?	  

	  
	  
	  

2) Please	  provide	  below	  (in	  150	  words	  or	  less)	  a	  statement	  describing	  the	  questions	  that	  underlie	  your	  
interest	  in	  politics,	  your	  academic	  goals	  while	  at	  Bates,	  and	  how	  your	  choice	  of	  major	  concentration,	  
culminating	  in	  the	  senior	  thesis,	  reflects	  these	  questions	  and	  addresses	  these	  goals.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
Student	  Signature	  _____________________________________________	  	   Date	  __________________	  
	  
	  
Chair’s	  Signature	  ______________________________________________	   Date	  __________________	  
	  
	  
Academic	  Advisor’s	  Signature	  ____________________________________	   Date	  __________________	  


