
 
 
We know you just finished up classes and are heading into an intense week of studying, essays, 
and final projects. We know some of you have been juggling classes with internship searches. 
We know some of you are waiting to wrap up the semester before you make any summer 
decisions. Regardless of your personal timeline, we’re here. After you end the semester, we’ll 
still be here – with the same capacity for daytime email drop-in hours, evening Zoom drop-ins, 
and individual appointments. 
 
With many of you continuing to look for internships via Purposeful Work, Handshake, Indeed, 
and other recruitment and hiring platforms, we want to make sure you ask yourself (and 
potentially employers) some important questions: 
 

1. How will this internship advance my personal and professional development? 
Take a good look at the responsibilities of the role to determine whether you’ll grow in 
the ways you want to. From expanding technical skills to working with diverse teams, 
any internship should allow you to exit being a better version of yourself than when you 
entered. Make sure to ask what professional development looks like within the 
organization, including mentorship from your supervisor, engagement with senior 
leadership, and additional training opportunities. 
 

2. How will I contribute to this organization? 
Consider how you’ll add value to the mission and work of the organization, and the role 
in question, based on the skills and experiences you bring. As recruiters and hiring 
managers review your materials, they’ll look for alignment between what you’ve done 
and what they need you to do. Make sure key phrases from the internship description 
(e.g., strong communication skills, experience with Excel) show up in applicable sections 
of your resume and/or cover letter. 
 

3. How and where will this internship take place? 
With the response to COVID-19 continuing to shift from country to country, state to state, 
and industry to industry, consider how the role will look as circumstances change in 
upcoming months. Many employers have already made clear in their internship 



descriptions how the organization will accommodate training and work in the virtual 
environment. If the role is expected to operate in person, make sure that you understand 
fully how your health and safety will be protected. 
 

4. Does this internship have any potential of being truncated or cancelled? 
Given the uncertainty associated with COVID-19 as well as the negative impact on the 
current economy, some employers will have to shorten or eliminate their internship 
programs entirely. While some organizations have the resources to compensate their 
hires for any loss of work, many organizations may take actions that negatively impact 
their hires. Make sure that you inquire accordingly should you have any concerns, and 
manage expectations and options as needed. 
 

5. Do I need funding in order to pursue this internship? 
Both paid and unpaid roles can provide significant personal and professional 
development opportunities. However, if you obtain an internship that is unpaid (or 
low-paying) and virtual, you can apply for Purposeful Work internship funding at this 
Handshake posting. Make sure to read the posting thoroughly, pay attention to the 
deadlines, and complete the necessary steps well in advance so that you can get full 
consideration by the review committee. Should you not receive funding, determine 
whether the internship is worthwhile enough to pursue given your financial 
circumstances and other available opportunities. 

 
Should you need help with anything related to Purposeful Work, our counselors are available to 
connect via phone, Zoom, Google Hangout, or email. You can make an appointment for M-F 
8am-4pm ET through Handshake (log in, go to the upper tab “Career Center” and then click 
“Appointments”). If you have any trouble making an appointment, please email us at 
purposefulwork@bates.edu.  
 
Finish strong, and whenever you’re ready for us, reach out. 
 
NOTE: If you’ve missed any of the junior class messages since March 23, please check them 
out here on the Purposeful Work COVID-19 page. 
 

As always, we’re here for you. 
 

The Team at the Center for Purposeful Work 
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