
 

 
 

* THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS * 
 
As a team, one of the things that we at Purposeful Work committed to this summer was 
engaging in a retreat. In fact, we engaged in *three* retreats -- because who can be on Zoom 
for eight straight hours?! In total, we spent 12 hours together, doing what we (and you!) should 
be doing all the time -- reflecting on our purpose, reflecting on our work. 
 
Over the course of three long meetings, we took the time together to: 

- Process the highs and lows of the past year, one that ended way more abruptly and 
strangely than any of us ever expected in our professional lives 

- Consider the challenges and opportunities for the upcoming year, one that will push us 
to think more creatively and work more collaboratively and effectively 

- Most importantly, clearly (re)define our values and our commitment to those values, 
especially in how we do our work and how we engage with each other on the team 

 
As we move forward, we’re committed to our values of: 

- Exploration and reflection 
- Equity and inclusion 
- Community and connection 

 
We wanted to share our process and our values with you because we want you to know that 
we’re continuing to push ourselves to practice what we preach and live up to what we espouse 
in service and support to all of our students and alumni. 
 
We hope that you too will continue to reflect on the values that drive you in your search for 
purposeful work. It’s when your personal values align most with your work - professional, 
volunteer, and community - that you’ll find the greatest fulfilment. We wish that for ourselves and 
certainly for each of you. 
 

 



Don’t hesitate to reach out to us for additional guidance and support. As always, we’re here for 
you, and we’ll continue to be here for you. 
 
NOTE: If you’ve missed any of the Class of 2020 messages since March 23, you can find them 
here on the Purposeful Work COVID-19 page. 

 
The Team at the Center for Purposeful Work 

 

https://www.bates.edu/purposeful-work/covid-19-information/#weekly-messages-to-current-students

