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Who is this Person?

• Ben Paris has more than 25 years of experience in LSAT preparation.

• Former Curriculum Director for Kaplan Test Prep, created LSAT courses and 
published LSAT books

• Created award-winning online test prep courses

• Written thousands of question explanations

• Personally taught thousands of students

• Graduated Phi Beta Kappa from Bowdoin College; received J.D. from NYU. 

• Lives nearby in Nobleboro, Maine.

• For more on his awesomeness: benparistestprep.com

• Published essays on testing and education at 
https://www.insidehighered.com/node/6736

• Limited PowerPoint skills

https://www.insidehighered.com/node/6736


Objectives

• Acquire strategies for every section of the LSAT
• Dissect arguments

• Set up games strategically

• Read passages actively

• Describe how the LSAT is scored

• Manage test stress

What aren’t we covering?



How Will this Work? 

• Mostly, I’ll tell you stuff.

• But please break in with questions!

• If you have questions later, please contact me:

ben.paris@gmail.com

207-242-5075

No charge!

mailto:ben.paris@gmail.com


The LSAT

• Why does it exist?

• How is the LSAT used?

• How important is it?

• Can you take it at home?

• LSAT vs GRE



What’s on the LSAT? (Until August 2024)

• Four 35-minute sections, in any order
• Analytical Reasoning (22-24 questions) 
• Logical Reasoning (24-26 questions)
• Reading Comprehension (26-28 questions)
• 1 unscored section, which could be anywhere

One Writing Sample, taken up to 8 days before these sections above.
• 35 minutes
• Unscored
• Underappreciated, IMHO

In August, Analytical Reasoning is going away, replaced by another LR.



Why Preparation Works

• Tests scores from different administrations have to 

be comparable.

• The testmakers can’t change what they test or how 

they test it.

• If you know what will appear and what to do, you 

have a big advantage



LSAT Scoring

180 99.9 percentile

175 99.5 percentile

170 97 percentile

165 91 percentile

160 80 percentile

155 63 percentile

150 44 percentile

145 26 percentile

Scaled scores vs. raw scores

What’s a percentile?

What’s a “good” score?



Importance of the LSAT 



Anatomy of Logical Reasoning

1 scored section

(possibly 1 unscored section)

35 minutes, 24-26 questions

More or less in order of difficulty



Why Logical Reasoning is Difficult

• Complex tasks, unfamiliar to many

• Precise and subtle language 

• Unfamiliar/abstract subject matter

• Timing!



Question Types

Common

Strengthen/Weaken

Flaw

Assumption

Inference

Principle/Application

Less Common

Paradox/Explain

Parallel Reasoning

Point at Issue

Main Point

Role of Statement

Method of Argument



LSAT Arguments

• Evidence + Assumption(s) → Conclusion

• Valid arguments vs invalid arguments

• Don’t argue with the evidence!

• Pay very close attention to the terms



Argument-Based Questions From 71

• Scope shifts and Terms of the Argument: 1.3, 2.6, 2.9, 2.14

• Unmentioned Issues/Alternative Explanations: 1.6, 1.13, 1.20, 2.1, 
2.3, 2.8, 2.21

• Assumptions: 1.16, 1.22, 2.11, 2.19 (mean)

• Common Flaws: 1.21, 1.24, 2.7, 2.15, 2.18, 2.20, 2.25

• Analogies 1.4



Inferences and Others

• Inferences:, 1.15, 1.8, 2.5, 2.10, 

• Formal Logic: 1.17, 1.23, 2.17, 2.24

• Principle: 1.19, 2.22

• Parallel Reasoning: 1.14 





















Let’s Create a Little Atmosphere . . .





Any celestial object without lithium in its atmosphere is a 
star with less mass than the Sun.

(A)

Any celestial object with lithium in its atmosphere has a 
nuclear furnace that has incompletely mixed the object's 
elements.

(B)

No celestial object less massive than a brown dwarf has 
lithium in its atmosphere.

(E)

No celestial object with lithium in its atmosphere has less 
mass than the Sun.

(D)

No celestial object that has no lithium in its atmosphere is a 
brown dwarf.

(C)

Science journalist: Brown dwarfs are celestial objects with 
more mass than planets but less mass than stars. They are 
identified by their mass and whether or not lithium is present 
in their atmospheres. Stars at least as massive as the Sun have 
lithium remaining in their atmospheres because the mixing of 
elements in their internal nuclear furnaces is incomplete. Stars 
with less mass than the Sun have no lithium because the 
element has been fully mixed into their nuclear furnaces and 
consumed. A brown dwarf does not have a fully functional 
nuclear furnace and so its lithium cannot be consumed. 

Which one of the following is most strongly supported by the 
science journalist's statements?



Science journalist: Brown dwarfs are celestial objects with 
more mass than planets but less mass than stars. They are 
identified by their mass and whether or not lithium is present 
in their atmospheres. Stars at least as massive as the Sun have 
lithium remaining in their atmospheres because the mixing of 
elements in their internal nuclear furnaces is incomplete. Stars 
with less mass than the Sun have no lithium because the 
element has been fully mixed into their nuclear furnaces and 
consumed. A brown dwarf does not have a fully functional 
nuclear furnace and so its lithium cannot be consumed. 

Which one of the following is most strongly supported by the 
science journalist's statements?

Brown dwarfs

Stars at least as massive as the Sun

Stars with less mass than the Sun

No functional nuclear furnace

Lithium can’t be consumed (have lithium)

Mixing in nuclear furnace is incomplete

Have lithium remaining

Lithium fully consumed in nuclear furnace

No lithium remaining

What do we know?







Reading Comprehension

• Can I get better at reading comprehension?

• Can I get faster?

• What are some typical challenges when: 
• Reading the passage

• What am I reading for?

• What’s important? What isn’t?

• Answering the questions
• Precision

• Types of wrong answer choices



Read for . . .

• The main idea

• Any of the author’s opinions

• The cast of characters

• A passage map that will help you look up answers

Don’t worry about details. You can look them up later. You just need to know what they’re for.



















Why Analytical Reasoning is Difficult

• Timing!

• Unfamiliar tasks

• You need a plan, and it better be a good one. 

• One mistake early and you’re in big trouble.



5-Step Logic Games Process

1. Analyze the setup:
• Who are the characters? 

• What do we have to know about 
them? 

• Are there any limitations?

2. Create a master sketch

3. Analyze the rules individually

4. Look for deductions
• Characters in 2+ rules

• Numbers 

• Negative to positive

• Limited options

• Key players/scenarios

• Who could be first/last?

5. Answer the questions
• Use one to answer another











LSAT Prep Principles

• Stick with released practice material

• Learn the patterns.

• Diagnose your problems.

• Set score goals.

• Each question is a potential teaching experience.

• Get used to making educated guesses.

• A little can help a lot.



Test Stress

• Some of this is normal and can be helpful.
• But it can get out of hand.

• Sloppiness vs perfectionism

• Confidence comes from success, not the other way around.

• Beware self-defeating thoughts such as:
• I don’t do well on tests.

• I always get it down to two, and then pick the wrong one. 

• This whole thing is stupid. 



Thank You!

Any questions?

• If you have questions later, please contact me:

ben.paris@gmail.com

207-242-5075

No charge!

• All feedback is welcome!

mailto:ben.paris@gmail.com

