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For all Faculty: 
 
Academic Resource Commons 
The Academic Resource Commons (ARC) is Bates’ Learning & Writing Center. ARC is a place 
to do the work of a being a student. Join us to study, write papers, and do your homework, 
surrounded by other students working on the same thing and by tutors: your fellow Bates 
students who have been through the courses that you’re taking now and have insight to share 
on how to excel in them. ARC offers tutoring for writing, the sciences, languages, note-taking, 
time management, study habits, and much more. For more information, drop-in tutoring hours 
for all subjects, and upcoming workshops, visit us at http://www.bates.edu/arc. To make an 
appointment with a tutor, or for any questions on our services, please stop by the ARC front 
desk (located on the first floor of Ladd Library) or click on the “Chat with ARC” button on our 
website homepage.  
 
 
 
 
For Faculty w/ PWSAs Designated for Their Course: 
 
Peer Writing & Speaking Assistant 
This course has an assigned Peer Writing & Speaking Assistant (PWSA). Your PWSA, [insert 
their name here], is a Bates student who is here to help you with the writing and speaking for 
this class. They have been briefed on my assignments, understand what I hope to see from 
your writing, and are available to meet with you to plan essays, review drafts, and strategize 
your approach to writing and speaking for this course. [Let students know (a) if meetings with 
PWSAs are required or optional, (b) how to make appointments with the PWSA, and (c) the 
typical length of appointments. We recommend requiring every student meet with the PWSA for 
three, 30-minute one-on-one sessions and that sign-ups for appointment slots occur either in 
class or online via Google Calendar Appointments, that the PWSA manages these appointment 
sign-ups, and that they are scheduled to coincide strategically with your writing assignment 
scaffolding process.] Be sure to make an appointment with your PWSA and to see them in-
person. Appointments are typically 30 minutes and are conducted in-person in ARC (the 
Academic Resources Commons) on the first floor of Ladd Library. Your PWSA may also lead 
you in a peer review workshop or presentation on a writing topic. [Suggest the time and day of 
the workshop/presentation and encourage or require students to attend; these can be in class or 
outside of class depending on your needs and goals.] 


